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Abstract:

Nowadays learning English in a classroom has not been sufficient to develop
students to become 4.0 potential learners and the 21" Century learners. The 21" Century
skills mainly focus on critical thinking skills and problem-solving skills, including living

happily in society. It is strongly believed that extra-curricular activities enhance students’
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English competency when interacting frequently with foreigners in an informal settings. By
creating positive learning setting, students are more likely to learn by doing naturally. This
academic article presents the guideline of Buddy Program Model for developing students’
intercultural communication competency and confidence in speaking English with foreigners,
along with other interpersonal skills, for example, problem-solving skills, critical thinking skill
and life-long learning skills.

Keywords: Intercultural Communication Competency, extra-curricular activities, Buddy

Program Model, the 21St Century skills, 4.0 learners
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The Buddy Program

The Buddy
Program
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This is the first time for me to participate in the buddy program and | was the only
Ed. Eng. major freshman among other majors. In the morning, | could make new friends
from different majors and | also made friends from other countries such as Korea, France,
Belgium, Brazil, USA and Poland. We played many ice-breaking games together and this
made us know more about each other. After that, we got the missions and | joined a team
with a French friend, Violet, and we successfully completed the mission together. In the
afternoon, we went to see street arts at Songkhla Old Town and we had to complete our
mission again by taking group pictures. Then, we went to the beach to relax and | could
learn a lot of new things, for instance, Korean language and cultures. Today | felt so happy
and next time if | am available | will join the buddy program again.
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